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INTRODUCTION

| hope that these “ sermonettes’ may proveto be blessing. Messages 1 through 4 could be used for
afunerd service. Messages 5 through 11 isgiven asif the talk were being ddlivered at the funerd of

some particular person.

Minigters can change the thought to fit the occason. If you find some truths repeated in these mes-
sages, it isbecause it seemed that these repeated truths were appropriate for that particular service.

| trust that these smple messages will help you to bring comfort to the bereaved, glory to God, and
soulsto the Savior.
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1. THE PATHWAY OF LIGHT

“The pathway of the just is as a shining light, that shineth more and more unto the
perfect day.” (Proverbs 4:18)

Thisisatender hour, but in no wise an hour of tragedy.

Thereis something utterly gppropriate about the going of this, our brother in Chrigt, who haslived a
long, happy, and ussful life.

He who has put so much of goodness, kindness, love, and service for others and loyalty to God.

Thisis highly appropriate when such a person goes home, to the Home toward which he has
traveled for over 50 years.

Thisisnot atime of darkness, but rather atime of light.

It isnot an hour in which to exaggerate grief, but rather an hour in which to comprehend more fully,
the measure of our gratitude to God for thislife that wasand is.

| shdl not talk of death, but rather of life eternd.

The harvest of the faith and life of our beloved brother beadtifies the landscape for you and for al of
us.

He was a consecrated Chrigtian husband and father.

The tenderness of hislove for his dear wife and children - hisinterest in behdf of othersin dl the
ways of God.

All these concerns are a commentary upon his graciousness and goodness.

He was dways an inspiration to his Pastor and church members who found his confidence in God a
benediction and a blessing.

Today we are on holy ground for we pause near Heaven's gate through which our beloved brother
hasjust passed into the garden of eternal life.

Particularly appropriate to this occasion are the words of Scripture, “ But the pathway of the just
isasa shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”

This promise has back of it the authority of God, the affirmation of Christ Jesus whose lifewas a
demondration of its vdidity, and witness of the saints of dl generations.

All Scripture and dl Christian experience is saturated with this assurance.
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Hewho facesthelight walksin a lighted pathway.

Only those who turn their backs to the source of light sumble amid their own shadows.

Long ago, our beloved brother turned his face, his heart, his whole life toward God and set hisface
upon the * pathway of the just.”

He gripped and held the hand of God,
The hand that led and blest.

And let that peace whose storm is calm,
Hold kingship in his breast.

The longer he walked on this pathway, the brighter the light became, for he was ever moving toward
the source of light.

In his experience, as in the experience of every believer of Chrit, evening was not a forerunner of
darkness. But rather what some have mistaken for the colors of sunset were for him the beautiful
anticipations of eternd dawn.

How truly was hisfaith revealed in the smple ver se by Bishop William Alfred Ouayle:

Tomorrow | shall die

| feel the coming of my grave
Hereafter | shall fly,

On wings of morning.

Death’s cold wave

Afrights me not at all;

| schooled me at the school of Christ,
And when in death | fall,

| answer to a holy tryst.

Such faith turns evening skiesinto the glow of morning's eternal dawn.

He knew he was in God's kegping and that the end of his earthly life would only release him from dl
earthly limitations to the limitless life beyond.

Think of stepping on shore and finding it heaven,
Of taking hold of a hand and finding it God's,

Of breathing a new air and finding it celestial air,
Of feeling invigorated and finding it immortality,

Of passing from storm and stress to a perfect calm,
Of waking and finding it HOME!

Such can be your faith and thisisyour comfort
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Y our heritage is a pricdess one which dl the uncertainties of life cannot possibly take away from
you.

Yoursisthe memory of agreat man of God.
Hisfelt presence will ever be an inspiration and a chalenge.
He waits beyond as he so often waited for you here.

And the way to him has been illuminated by hisfath and love, for “ the pathway of the justisasa
shining light that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.”
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2. THE GIFT, THE GRIEF, THE GLORY

“The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21).
We are gathered to pay tribute to a departed loved one and neighboring friend.

In the perplexity of this decision, we can find our answers, comforts, and ingructions only in the Word of
God.

Cold and meaningless are the philosophies of men today. Made weak by the breaking burden of grief, we
need the strength of eternd wisdom.

In such adilemma, even worse, Job said, “ The Lord gave, And the Lord hath taken away, blessed be
the name of the Lord.”

It is easy to go part way with Job in this statement, but if in his degp and multiplied sorrow he could bless
God, we would do well to examine what he had that we need today .

“TheLord gave”
God'sfirst gift isthe gift of life.
We are thinking of life today and so we are quick to agree that dl lifeisagift of God.
All the facts of life and the redity of living isareminder of the gracious gift of our loving God.
We are not the evolvement of matter nor the accident of nature.

We are created beings of God. What is Job saying God has given? This physicd life we so enjoy and yearn
to hold isagift of God.

God'’ s second gift isthe gift of happiness. We recal many hours of hagppiness with our departed loved
one and friend.

The ability to do the things that make for happiness and the capacity to enjoy it isafunction of the inner
man, which meansthat this, too, is a gift of God.

Happiness adds a quality to life. Happiness helps to make others better. Happy people are the best loved
and most sought people.

The third gift of God we think about in this memoria serviceis God' s gift of salvation. “ Thanks be
unto God for His unspeakable gift.” (2 Corinthians 9:15)

Of what vaueislifeif there is no sdvation? Could there possibly be happiness without salvation?
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We know God's gift of salvation through His Son as the Savior of the world is what makes life worthwhile
and that which gives us such joy.

Sdvation is God' s gift to dry our tears. To lift the burden of desth from our hearts, and to comfort al who
mourn.

Fret not, there is hope!
“TheLord taketh away.”
Hardly have we, like Job, listed the gifts of God than we remember that dl these things seem vain today.

God has taken away. There have been many losses and deep sorrow in life, but now has come the greatest
loss and hitterest grief.

The Lord has taken aloved one and a home has been broken.

God hastaken a life. We believe that He created life and we must confess that he has aright to do with
life asiswell pleasing to Him.

That which he let loose for awhile to function and be cdled life He has caled home for another and more
glorious purpose.

It, therefore, naturally follows that God gas taken back the second of His gifts, happiness. Wefed with
Robert Burns:

But pleasures are like poppies spread;
You seize the flower, its bloom is shed;
Or like the snow falls, in theriver,

A moment white then melts away forever.
For thereis no happinessin death.
There are only tears and troubled hearts
and puzzed thoughts.

We wonder if God has forgotten and forsaken us. Like babes we cry and ask God if He does not know
how dearly we love the flesh and dl the things attached to it.

Then we recall His third gift which he has never removed and which none can take away from us.
Aswe remember the gift of salvation, hope shines through the gloom in the valley of the shadow of death.

God hastaken alife. God has given tears, but God has never forgotten us. In Christ Jesus we have a
salvation sure and steadfadt, eternal and blessed.

Therefore, we join Job and says, “ Blessed be the name of the Lord. If physcd lifeistaken, eternd lifeis
just beginning.
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If joy givesway in thislife, we know there are no tears, no grief, no weeping, no heartache in heaven.

Since dl lifeisin the hand of God, eternd life must be so much better. Real happinessis not of the earth, but
of heaven.

Our tears wash away the vell of grief and doubt, and by faith, we see a better life, a certain way, a sure
hope.

Faith will overcome grief. True resignation to God will bring assurance and peace.

God, with His supreme will, determined our coming into thisworld and our leaving.

We have nothing to do with the choice of coming, but we may exit either Sde the stage of life.
Lifewas not ours to choose. Eternd life, is oursto have or not to have.

Because we are of the flesh, we naturaly grieve and sorrow this day. Let us now show the confidence of
our faith by our Sncere testimony aswe say:

Blessed be the hand that gives, still blessed when it takes.
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3. WHAT WILL IT BE LIKE IN HEAVEN

“In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would havetold | go to prepare a
place for you.” (John 14:2)

1 am aways thrilled when | hear someone sing “ The Holy City” - especidly the last portion:

And once again the scene was changed,
New earth there seemed to he,

| saw the Holy City beside the tidel ess sea,
Thelight of God was on its streets,

The gates were opened wide,

And all who would might enter,

And no one was denied.

No need of moon or stars by night
Or sun to rule by day,

It was the new Jerusalem

That would not pass away;
Jerusalem, Jerusalem!

Sing for the nightiso’er!
Hosanna in the highest,

Hosanna forever more!

| wish the Bible told us more about our eterna home. It gives us just the briefest of glimpses of that magnifi-
cant aty.

BUT

This thoroughly tests our spiritud motivation. Why do we serve Jesus? Why do we wak with the re-
deemed? |s our god amansion on some celestid dliff? Are we only after crowns?

Our motivation in serving Chrigt is not just to get to heaven. Oh, that will be wonderful but heavenisa
secondary reason for loving Jesus.

If there were no heaven, no mangions, no crowns, and no eternity with Him, | would still want to be a
Chridtian.

Christ isthe center of my life
He takes alife that istorn to pieces and makes something very beautiful of it.
Something beautiful, something good,
All my confusion He understood.

All | haveto offer Him - brokenness and strife
But He makes something beautiful of my life.
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Jesus Himsdlf is sufficient reason to be a Chrigtian. No other mativation is needed. But in His great plan of
redemption, he hasincluded a place for usin His Father’ s house, where there are many mansions.

The gpostle John was given a brief vison of the cdedtid city while he was a prisoner on Patmos.
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are
passed away.” (Rev. 21:4)

NO TEARS

All the grief that causestearswill no longer exist. GONE, GONE, GONE!

NO DEATH

No more times of the bereaved standing beside open caskets. Degth is such awadte. It isapart of the
horrible curse of sin.

NO MORE SORROW- NO MORE PAIN

Nothing will be dlowed in heaven to mar your life. All who corrupt, they, too, will have ther place, but it will
far removed from heaven. (Rev. 21.8)

HEAVEN isgoing to be quite aplace. “ 1 go to prepare a place for you.”

Every one of us needsto fed he has a place. Have you ever felt out of place - unwanted? In heaven you will
be needed, wanted, enjoyed by others. Y ou will fed a home there.

HEAVEN WILL BE A PERFECT PLACE - IT WILL BE PERMANENT

John saw the Chrigtians gathered around the heavenly throne, praisng God. Their voices sounded like a
Niagara of sound. (Rev. 19:1-7)

WORSHI P will be one of our primary ministriesin the Holy City. It is one of the reasonswhy we love to
praise God right here and now.

Not only does it please God but it serves as arehearsd for the main event.
SINGING IN HEAVEN

The Book of Reveation contains more songs than any other book in the Bible with the exceptions of the
Psdms. There are 14 grand songsin Revelation.

Some are sung by angdls but mogt of them are sung by the saints. Can you imagine millions of millions of
people dl singing together - voices blended in intricate harmony, accompanied by an orchestra of thousands
times 10 thousands?
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WE WILL HAVE OTHER MINISTRIESAL SO:

We will serve the Lord; doing Hiswill and bidding throughout the universe,
Wewill have delegated authority. (Rev. 20)

We will have unlimited potentid there.

The fellowship will be fabulous.

E N o

Paul wrote that we see through a glass darkly on this planet. But in heaven we shdl continue to learn and
grow.

And there will be eternd rest; which smply means there will be nothing in heaven to sgp our strength, drain
our energies, or diffuse our minds.

| don't understand it al but I know heaven will be a place of infinite blessedness, beyond dl human under-
standing or comprehension.

| WOULDN'T MISSIT FOR ANYTHING

“Their toils are passed, their work is done, and they are fully blessed
They fought the fight, the victory won, and entered into rest.

Then let our tears ceaseto flow, God hasrecalled His own,
But let our heartsin every word still say, “ Thy will be done.”

Funera Sermons - 9



4.VALLEY OF THE SHADOW

“Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil: for thou art with
me.” (Psalm 23:4)

In dl Scripture there is no verse more familiar than thisone. No Bible figure has made has made amore lagting
impresson in millions of cases these have been the last words uttered by dying saints.

Seethat valey now. Itisdark and plungesdownward. It has many ravenousbeadts. But the child of God does
not tarry there, because the Great shepherd went done and now conducts dl Hisflock to their Home. Thusthe
child of God passesinto the sunlight of God.

Thisfigure gives us some comforting thoughts about degth. 1t isnot agtate, an enduring condition, or and abiding
place. Itisapassagethrough whichwewalk. Thevalley may bedark andlondly and infested with evil things, but
wedon't pitch our tent there; we passthroughit to our rest. 1n death the pirit leavesthe body and passesout, just
asan atisan will leave the workshop a the evening hour, shutting blinds and doors, as he passes out to hishome.
Theworkshopis|eft deserted and ill, but the voice of the artisanisto be heard in hishome ashe makes glad the
widful hearts thet have waited for him.

In Damascusthereisalong, dark, narrow laneending inatunnel. Thetraveler descends and passesthrough, but
on the other Sde he emergesinto the bright sunlit yard of apdace. Thisis an example of the bdiever's degth.
Dying, to the child of God, is being borne out of darkness into the glorious light and liberty of heavenly life.

Degthisthegatetolife. Our beloved who have known Chrigt are not deed. They areliving. They have passed
through desth into the glorious presence of the King. Yet thevaley isdark. The pain of thisbody often depresses
the spirit and overcadsit with gloom. But, a theword, degth isonly ashadow. A shedow isthe exact counter-
part of itssubstance, but it isharmlessinitsalf. The shadow of adog cannat bite, the shadow of agiant cannot kill,
the shadow of death cannot destroy when we know God and He is our own persond Shepherd.

We pass through many avdley of shadow ere we reach even the vdley. Every step has been measured for us,
even asit has been trodden beforeis. God istesting usto see whether we can trust Him in the dark aswell asin
the light.

Thereisagood purposein al these shadowed vadleys. They test the qudity of the soul. They reved our week
places. They make usfallow the Shepherd dosdy, lest welose Him.

Ligten to the courageous dedlaration of David: “1 will fear no evil.” Thereis not fear in love. Perfect love
casteth out fear. Nothingdsecandoit! Sorrow and dying make Chrigt’s presence red. Have you noticed the
change of pronoun? Hitherto the Psalmist has spoken of the Lord in the third person, but now he says, “ Thou-
Thou—Thou art with me.” Inthegreen pasturesit wasenough to spesk of “He” but now thereisneed for the
closer, tender address. In thisway the death-chambers become presence-chambers.

Thedarknessis sometimestoo densefor usto be ableto see Chrigt. But faith can dwaysbe surethat Heisthere,
not because of the evidence of sense of fedling, but because Hehassaid, “ | will never leavethee, nor forsake
thee” He cannot bresk HisWord. He has not |eft us donel
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5. FOR A CHRISTIAN MAN

We are dways to remember that our funera services are not for the dead, but for the living. Thereisno
word that we can say which can reach the ear of our friend. Thereis no music, however swest, that can
touch his heart.

And, athough we would pay atribute to him and hisfaithful Chrigtian life, this service is primarily for those
who are gathered here today out of love and respect for agood man.

The great question that comes to mind when one diesisthis. “ Was he ready to go? We thank God that our
friend settled this matter many years ago when he repented of his sns and trusted Jesus Christ as his per-
sond Savior.

And since that time he has served Christ well, dways being true and faithful to the Lord, to His church and
to the highest and best things of life.

|. THE BIBLE SAYSMANY WONDERFUL THINGSABOUT THE DEATH OF A
CHRISTIAN.

We hear these words, “ Blessed are the dead which diein the Lord, for they rest from their labors
and their works do follow them.” The word “ blessed” here means “ happy.”

Not al those who die are going to be happy, but those who die “in the Lord” will come to know the
supreme happiness that only God can give.

Then weread, “ Preciousin the sight of the Lord isthe death of Hissaints.” Now, according to the
Bible, every child of God isasant. And every movement of the Christian’slifeis preciousin God's Sght.

Then surdly, when His people cometo dig, it is precious in God's sight. John Wedley said on one occasion,
“Our people die well.”

Again weread, “ He giveth His beloved sleep.” Elizabeth Barreit Browning said thet to her thiswas the
sweetest verse in the Bible. We struggle and strain, we worry and fret through this life. We become tired and
worn out.

And then God puts us to deep for awhile and we wake up in glory. Again we read, “ Absent from the
body, present with the Lord.”

The body is put away in the grave, but the red person, the spirit, the soul is set free. The Christian has
samply left his old worn-out body down here and has gone out to be with the Lord. 1sn't that wonderful.

“ Absent from the body, present with the Lord.” Frankly, we'll be glad to get rid of thisold sinful, Sck,
weary body when that day comes
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II. WHAT DOESA CHRISTIAN GAIN BY DYING?

Paul said, “For meto liveis Christ and to dieisgain.” Doesaman gain anything when he dies?
Doesn't he have to leave everything behind, his home, his loved ones, his friends?

Yes, that istrue, but if he can say that he has lived for Chrigt, as Paul said, he can know that he will gain
infinitely more in degth than he can ever gain in thislife.

1 He gains freedom

Freedom from dl the aches and pains and sorrows and suffering and problems and troubles of thisworld.
2. He gainsfellowship

The Chrigtian in dying gains the sweetest fellowship ever enjoyed by anyone.

Fdlowship with dl the great men and women of the Bible. Fellowship with al the great people of dl ages.
Fellowship with dl the loved ones whom we * have loved long since and lost awhile.”

And best of dl, fellowship with the lord Jesus Christ, who made heaven possible for us.

Oh, the dear onesin glory, how they
Beckon me to come,

And our parting at theriver | recall,

To the sweet vales of Eden they shall
Sing my welcome home,

But | long to see my Savior first of all.

3. He gains fullness of knowledge

Oh, there are so many things down here which we don’t understand. We wonder why sin comesiin to break
our hearts and blast our hopes.

We wonder why so often some fine and useful person is taken away and another is left who makes no
contribution to the world' s benefit.

We will never understand these things down here, but someday in the golden glow of that better land we'll
gt down beside the Lord Jesus and He will explainit dl.

Then we will see that some of the things which caused us so much sorrow down here were smply blessings
in disguise, and God dlowed them to come to usfor our good and Hisglory.

Not now, but in the coming years,

It may be in the better land,

We'll read the meaning of our tears,
And there, sometime we' Il under stand.
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[11. LESSONSFOR THE LIVING
1. Death is certain

If the Lord tarries, if He doesn't returnin our lifetime, we shdl dl die. “ It is appointed unto man once
to die, and after that the judgment.” Degth may come soon to some of us, it will not be long for any us.

It may come suddenly or it may come after alingering iliness. It comesto the king's paace, it cometo the
poor man's cottage. But it is coming and we must get reedy for it.

2. The one way to prepare for death

Thereisonly oneway to prepare for desth and the judgment. That is through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
there is no other way of savation.

“Hethat believeth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he that believeth not the Son shall not
seelife; but the wrath of God abideth on him.”

IV.YOUR COMFORT IN THISHOUR
1. You are comforted in remembering that you did your best for your loved one

Y ou gave him the best medica skill and nursing care that could be given anyone. Now you can just say with
oneof old, “ The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the Name of the Lord.”

2. You are comforted in remembering that death isn’t all

Beyond this vale of tears there is another life and another land. The grave is not our god. We look forward
to anew home of joy and bliss, which will be ours, when we leave this earthly home.

3. You are comforted in remembering that you will see your loved one again

The Bible certainly implies that we shal see and know our loved ones in heaven. David said that he could
not bring his baby back to this earth, but that he could go to him.

Heaven is a complete place, but would it be entiredly complete if we never saw our loved ones up there?
Surdly, surely, we shdl see them again in aland where we shdl know even as we are known.

4, But our greatest comfort comes from Christ

One day he spoke to agroup of peoplejust like us and He said, “ Come unto Me, all ye that labor and
are heavy laden and | will give you rest.”

He stands today with open arms and say's the same thing to us. Just come to Him, lean your head upon His
bosom and He will give you the rest and the comfort and the grace and the courage you need for this hour.
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So may God bless the memory of this grest man. And may He bless and comfort al of you who
mourn today. And may dl of us place our hands in the nail-pierce hand of Jesus and follow Him until
he takes us home.
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6. FOR A CHRISTIAN WOMAN

When Dwight L. Moody’ s baby died, he said to the minister who wasto conduct the funereal service, “ Let there
be no sorrow on this occasion. “ He knew that he could trust the Lord and that the Lord had done only what
was best.

| am surethat wefeel the same way aswe comefor thelast service for this dear woman. She suffered much, but
now she has found blessed relief and God has taken her to Himself

Whileit isatime of sorrow for those who loved her, it isawonderful day for her. So let ustoday rejoice with her,
for she is athousand times better off than any of us who must stay alittle longer in this old world.

1. THE HOME PREPARED

Before Jesus went away He said, “ 1 go to prepare a place for you, andif I go | will come again and receive
you unto myself, that where | am theeye may be also.” Now Christ kept His promise. He prepared heaven for
al who loved and trusted Him and our friend isin that blessed home even now.

1. Heaven is a place

Heaven isjust as much aplace asNew Y ork or Chicago. Jesuscaled it aplace and | get comfort in taking Jesus
at Hisword. He prepared the place with usin mind. Everything there will be for our comfort and enjoyment.
At last we shall be fully satisfied. And on every gate and on every mansion in the city we shall read the word,
“WELCOME. “

2. Heaven isa home

There are no perfect homes in this world. We gather our loved ones around us and think we are going to be
supremely and perfectly and permanently happy.

But death comesin to rob us of aloved one. Or one of those near and dear to us decide to move away to some
distant city. Our homes are dways being broken up. But God's Heavenly Home is a complete and permanent
home. When we get there nothing can ever break up our homes or mar our happiness.

A tent or a cottage, why should | care,
They're building a palace for me over there,
Tho' exiled from home, yet still may | sing,
All glory to God, I'm a child of the King.

3. Heaven is a busy place

The thought of just sitting around in heaven, strumming on a harp, is obnoxious to the average person. We could
never be contented in such aplace. We want to be occupied. And | believe that God will give us something to do.

He gives us tasks to perform down here, but we can never perform them perfectly. But up there, in our perfect
bodies, we will do with ease dl that God gives us to do.
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4. Heaven is a place of reunion

Oh, isn't it wonderful to know that we shall see our loved one again? Today certain families continue to observe
the old-fashioned custom of a yearly reunion. The members of the family gather from far and near and have a
wonderful time together.

But sometimes these occasions are tinged with sorrow, for one who was present the year before is no longer in
the land of the living and he is greatly missed.

But when we al get to heaven there will be no more death and no more separation. We will be reunited forever
in aglorious felowship.

11. SOME THINGS SHUT OUT OF HEAVEN

1. There'll be no sickness there

There is so much sickness down here. We build our new hospitals, but it seemsthat al of them are till crowded.
Now our friend has known much sickness and pain down here, but in heaven sheisin the perfect likeness of her

Lord and these things can never touch her again.

Thereisasimple statement in Revelation that encourages us grestly. It saysthat “ there shall be no more pain,
for the former things are passed away.”.

2. Ther€'ll be no sorrow there

Every home knows a hush sometimes when sorrow comes. That sorrow may come from the loss of aloved one,
it may come from some great disappointment, it may come as aresult of sin. But God shall wipe away al of out
tears when we get to heaven and our sorrow will be turned to singing.

3. There will be no lack of anything good in heaven

Many of our needs down here are never met, but in heaven we shall lack nothing. The One who made heaven
and earth will supply every need. We will be joint-heirs with Jesus of all the good things of heaven.

4, Therewill be no sin in heaven

Since the days of Adam and Eve men have been bothered and hurt by sin. Every one of us has fdt its effect.
Won't it be wonderful when we will be like Jesus and when nevermore shall we be tempted by Sn?

5. There will be no separation in heaven

Down here the crudty of death separates a man and his wife who mean everything to each other. Down here
the children are often bereft when mother goes away.

TheBibletdlsusthat in heaven therewill be“no more sea.” The seadown here often separates us from our
loved ones, but there Il be nothing in heaven to separate us from them.
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6. Therewill be no death in heaven

Desath is a mongter that breaks our hearts and robs us of our dearest treasures. But ther€ |l be no death in
heaven and no graves on the hillsides of glory.

111. THE GOOD THINGSIN HEAVEN
1 We will have perfect health

Jugt recd| that moment when you fdt at your buoyant best and multiply it by amillion miles and you'll know
something of how you'll fed in heaven.

2. We will have perfect happiness

The happinesswe enjoy down hereisoften tinged with trouble and disgppointment, but we shdl enjoy unblighted
happiness in heaven.

3. We will have perfect contentment
Wearenever perfectly contented down here, but in heaven the glow of perfect contentment will never leave us.
4, We will have perfect fellowship in heaven

Fellowship with the saints of old, Moses and David and Paul and John and many others. Fellowshipwith dl the
great Chrigtians of the ages. Fellowship with this dear one and of al our loved ones.

5. We will have perfect love in heaven

Drummond saysthat love isthe greatest thing on earth, but earthly love cannot compare with the perfect love
of heaven.

6. We will have Jesusin heaven

That' s the best part of it al. We have often felt His presence down here. We have heard His voice in the deep
recesses of our hearts. But one day our faith will turn to sight and we shall see Him. Oh, glorious, blessed moment
when we fall at his feet and thank Him for bringing us home.

Now | have talked to you about heaven today. Thisis the present home of our beloved friend who has left us. If
she could spesk to us today, she would say, “1 want this to be your home, too, and it can beif you belong to
Jesus.”

So, with Christ’s peacein our hearts and Christ’ s hope in our souls, we say good-by to thisloved one and we shall
hope to meet her again one day at Jesus’ feet, where the sunshine of hislove forever shines and where we shall
never grow old.

Soon and very soon we ar e going to see the King!
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/.FOR AN AGED CHRISTIAN

| remember the funerd of an aged man who had never made aprofesson of any faith in the Lord Jesus Chrigt.
What apity to go through lifelikethat, neglecting every opportunity of savation and spurning al of God' soffers
of grace.

But what acontrast do wefind heretoday. Hereisonewho gave her lifeto Christ asagirl, and who hasloved
and served Him for more than sixty years. Surely al the bells of heaven rang out when she left us and entered
into heaven.

We thank God for such people. They live among us for awhile, they bless our hearts, they make life sweeter
and better, then they go out to be with God and to await our coming.

|. WE CAN JUDGE PEOPLE BY WHAT THEY LOVE

1. Sheloved the Lord

To her Hewas not some distant person way off yonder in the blue. He was near to her. Hewas dear to her. He
was her daily companion. She waked and she talked with the King. She spoke often of her gratitude to Him
for saving her and for blessing her in so many ways.

2. Sheloved her church

Because sheloved Jesus, sheloved her church. That dwaysfollows. He put the church down herefor ustolive
in and servethrough. It isthe only indtitution He ever founded. If you love Chrigt, you are going to be faithful to
His church.

Nothing but aseriousillness kept her from attending church. She wasthere every time the doors were opened.
She never shonein the socid world, you never saw her namein the society column. But she gave her time and
her talents through her church and she blessed more people by her Chrigtian influence than any number of
society queensyou could name.

3. Sheloved her pastor

She aways referred to him as “my pastor.” She loved him because he represented her Lord. She was
interested in every preacher and missonary, Smply because they were telling others of the Christ whom she
adored and served.

4, Sheloved her Bible

Even during her lagt illness her Bible was dways by her bedside. Y ou sometimes see Bibles twenty-five years
old which are as clean as they were the day they were bought. They had not been used. But her Bible was
stained with use. Many atear had falen upon its pages. Many a passage was underscored.

Her Biblewasalamp unto her feet and alight unto her pathway. It was her guidefrom graceto glory. It was her
comfort and strength.
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5. She loved prayer

She believed in dl the prayer promises of the Bible. She spent hours in intercessory prayer for many people.
She bdlieved that prayer changes things and people. Oh, how blessed are those who have someone likethisto
pray for them. We would do well to take her as an example in the matter of prayer.

6. Sheloved her friends

That is the reason why so many of you are present today. She loved you and you know it. Many of you can
testify to the strength you gained through that love. Many of you can remember the sweet things shedid for you
because of that love.

7. Sheloved her family

She had many children, grandchildren, and even great-grandchildren. And she loved them dl and prayed for
them al. She rgoiced when you did well. She wept when you failed to live up to her teaching.

II. SOME WORDSTO THINK ABOUT
1 Rest

She has suffered much in recent months. She has often been tired and exhausted. But now God has given her
rest. “ There remaineth arest to the people of God.”

2. Reunion

Those who love God never part for the lagt time. In the vocabulary of God there is no such word as “ good-
by.” Because Jesus lives, we too shdl live. And in that life which never ends we shal be reunited with those
whom we have “ loved long since and lost a while.”

3. Reward

God not only promisesto take usto heaven, but to reward us at the end of theway if we have served well and
for His glory. She cartainly did just that and Chrigt will reward her generoudy. She built her life on genuine
things, not the passing things of this earth. He will give her the best things of heaven because of her faithful
service.

4. Remembrance

Y ou loved oneswill never forget her. Her memory will dways grow fresh and green in your heart. Remember-
ing her and her sweet Chrigtian life you will from henceforth want to be better Christians and better people.

o let this be your comfort, that she has just gone out to be with God, where sickness and sorrow can never
touch her, and where someday you will see her again and be at home with her and her wonderful Savior.
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8. FOR A GODLY WOMAN

A busy pastor conducts many funerds. The minister must dways keep atender and sympathetic heart.
Funera services must never become mechanica or matter-of-fact with him.

But some funeral services come closer home to the preacher than others. Such isthe case on this occasion
aswe cometo say our farewellsto this consecrated Christian woman, whose life meant so much to the
church, to others, and to ourselves.

|. THE ONLY THING THAT MATTERS

When you come to the end of the way there is only one thing that counts. It doesn’t matter how much
money you' ve made nor how high you haverisen in the socid circle. It does't matter how large a house
you have lived in. It doesn’t matter how many friends you had or how many flowers bedeck your casket.

The only thing that mattersis your reationship with God through faith in the Lord Jesus Chrig. If Heisyour
Savior, dl iswdll. If not, thereis no hope for you. It isatragedy to be born into the world and not to be
born again through faith in Chrig.

Now our dear friend settled this matter long ago. She gave her heart and life to Christ and she served Him
well unto the end. She was never rich. She didn’t live in acostlly mansion. She never rose to a high socid

position.

But the true riches in Christ were hers and at the end of the way she inherited greater possessions than any
man in thisworld ever had.

11. WHAT SHALL | SAY OF HER LIFE?

1 It was a life of helpfulness

Like her Magter, she went about doing good. She touched many lives with her good deeds. She blessed
many hearts because of her kind words. She lifted many people closer to God through her own consecrated
life

2 It was alife of humility

Although she went out of her way and beyond the call of duty to help others, she never boasted about it.
She aways kept in the background, willing dways that others should have the credit and that God should
have the glory

She could say with John the Baptist, “ | must decrease, but Christ must increase.”
3. It was a life of faithfulness

Jesus said, “ Be thou faithful unto death and | will give thee a crown of life.” She wasthat fathful
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and now she has gone out to receive that crown. The Lord and her church could aways count on her. She
was dways a her place in every sarvice of the church. It can be truly said of her that she sought first the
Kingdom of God and His righteousness.

She engaged in the work of other fine and worthwhile organizations, but always the work of her Lord took
precedence over everything ese. When you have said that a Chrigtian is faithful, you have said the best thing
that can be said. She was faithful, faithful to dl that is highest and best.

4, It was a life that |eaves a precious memory.

During dl the days that are left to her loved ones, they will be having many sweet memories of her. These
memories will bless and enrich them forever. They will remember the worthwhile things she said and the
unsdfish things she did.

Their liveswill bericher and they will be drawn closer to God because of these memories.

5. It was a life that tells of a blessed hope

When a Chrigtian leaves us, it is nor forever. We have a hope; a hope backed up by the Word of God. It is
the hope of another life, where we shdl be with Jesus and where we shall see our loved ones again.

“If in thislife only, we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.” But we havethis
hope, ablessed and wonderful thing. If thislifeisal, it isn't worth the candle. So we thank God for a hope
that is steadfast and true.

[1l. THE MYSTERY AND MEANING OF DEATH

Surely we can never understand why God takes away someone so noble and useful as our friend, but we
know Hisway isthe best way. The death of His saintsis preciousin His sight.

“ All things work together for good to them that love God” If a Chridian livesfor Chrig, itisgainto
die. Thisisjust God sway of trandating His children from aworld of sorrow to a heaven of bliss.

V. THE ASSURANCE NEEDED IN THISHOUR

Many people have no assurance that al will be well when desth comes. But in Christ we have this assur-
ance. We know hée'll be with usin the hour of death and take us safdly across the river.

We can say with David, “ Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no
evil, for Thou art with me. Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.”

Thereis only one way to obtain this assurance. It must come from our faith in Chrig. It must come from
living for Him and for the things that redly count. Too many people are giving their lives for the things thet
die with the setting sun.

Those who trugt Chrigt and live their lives for Him will have the needed assurance when they cometo the
dark veley.
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A little girl sad when shelay dying. “I don’t seeavalley, | just see Jesus.” That's where our assurance
lies.

So let us be thankful for alife wel lived, alife devoted to goodness, to faith in Chrigt, to unselfish service,
And let us be thankful for a God of dl grace, who iswith usin life and in death and throughout dl eternity.

May God hdp usdl to find comfort and our strength in Him until at last we see Him and our loved ones
face-to-face.
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9. FOR A BABY OR YOUNG CHILD

Weread in God's Book that “ Jesus called a little child unto Himself.” That waslong, long ago when
He walked here among men. He wanted to teach alesson in humanity, so He took that child in Hisarms
and told His disciples that one must become as alittle child and be converted before he could enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven.

| can imagine Jesus, with His loving arms around that little child, fondling its pretty face and smiling down
into itseyes. You see, Jesus loved little children so he called this one to Him.

And last Monday morning Jesus came to our city and again he caled alittle child unto Himself.
|.HE LOVESLITTLE CHILDREN

You loved thislittle one. She has been ajoy to your hearts. She has brought a bright light in your home. But
Jesus loved her, too, and now she has gone to light up His heavenly home and bring joy to His heart.

We will never think of her as being in a cemetery, but up there in heaven with the One who loved thislittle
child and who said, “ Suffer little children and forbid them not to come unto Me, for of such isthe
Kingdom of Heaven.”

Life can be compared to arose garden. In this garden there are many varieties and sizes of roses. Some of
them are full-blown, while some of them are just little buds.

Now when the owner of the garden wants a bouquet for his table he goes out into the garden and plucks
those roses which will make the loveliest bouquet. He may pluck afull-blown rose or alittle bud. The
choiceishis,

And when God wants a bouquet for the heavenly table, the choice is up to Him. He owns the gardens and
he picks the flowers as he chooses. Sometimesiit's the full-blown flower of an aged person, but last Mon-
day He picked a bright little bud to beautify the heavenly table.

And life can be compared to a school. Some people finish only the eementary grades, while others go
ahead and finish high school and college and university. And some people in lifeé' s school finish only afew
years of life and God cdls them home, while otherslive on and learn many more of life s lessons before they
graduate into heaven.

David had a sorrow like yours. When his baby boy died his heart was broken. But he did not weep as one
who had no hope. He said that he couldn’t bring the baby back but that he could live for God in such away
as to be able to go the baby someday. Maybe that’s God’ s message for someone here today.

Dr. W. Herschd Ford was cdled to conduct the funera of afour-year old boy who had been killed in an
accident. He learned that neither the mother or the father was a Chridtian. In the funerd service Hetried to
be of comfort to them.
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He told them that maybe God had called the lamb to Him that the sheep might follow. Hetried to say that
maybe God in thisway was cdling them to Him, He told them that surdly God had some purposeinit dl.

Later, as he turned away from the freshly-made grave in the cemetery, that mother came and said, “ |
understand it now. | know why God took my little boy away. | have not been a Christian, but now
| am going to church. | am going to give my heart to the Lord. | am going to live for Him. | want
to see my baby again one day.”

II. GOD’S SECRET PLANS

We don't understand why God took your baby, but we know He never makes a mistake. He has His secret
plans that go on for you and me. And His plans are dways best. So thisis not the time to question His
judgments.

It isthe time to trust Him, knowing that He wouldn’t do anything that would permanently hurt you. The hurt

is now, but someday, when dl things are clear and plain, you will know that “ all things,” even this, “work
together for good to them that love God.”

When you look at the back of atapestry you see many colored threads in a maze of confusion. But when
you turn the tapestry over you see dl the colors gathered together and blended into a beautiful picture.

Today we are looking at the backsde of the weaving. There are some black threads mingled with the others
and we see no beauty there. But someday, when we are with Jesus, we will see that God was working
everything together for our good and hisglory.

Y ou who loved thislittle one cannot see this now, but | am sure that you will seeit in the sweet by-and-by.
[11. YOUR COMFORT IN THISHOUR

1 You are comforted as you remember that you had her for alittle whileif not for along
time

Y ou are hgppy that she brightened up your livesfor afew yearsif not for many years. You are saying thet it
is better to have loved and logt that never to have loved at all.

You are surdly saying that you are going to love Christ more and live closer to Him because He lent you this
little one for alittle while.

2. You are comforted in remembering that you did your best for her
Y ou gave her the best medical skill that could be found. But it seemed that thiswas the time for her to leave
you, so we will just say with one of old, “ the Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the

Name of the Lord.”

3. You are comforted in remembering that you will see her again
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So | bid you cometo Jesus with dl your sorrow today. Come to Him who loved your baby and took her to
be with Him. Come to Him who wept with Mary and Martha and al who still sympathizes with those who
have a broken heart. Come and let Him put His loving arms around you and comfort you.
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10. FOR AN UNSAVED MAN

Aswe come today to this solemn occasion we are reminded anew that our funera services are not for the
deed but for the living. If the preacher hasamisson a thistimeit isto try to bring ameasure of comfort to
those whose hearts are heavy. Mr................. never joined a church, but we are not to judge the inner
aspects of any man’'s heart. We know not what emotions stirred his soul nor what secret communion he
might have had with God.

However, we know this. We know that our God is a great loving God who never makes a mistake. He
aways looks upon the heart and He does always that which is right and best. So with confidence we leave
our friend today in the hands of amerciful Heavenly Father, knowing that God' s way is the best way and
His thoughts far above ours.

|.LET USTHINK OF DEATH

1 Death is certain

The Bible teaches usthat if Jesustarries, every one of us must go through the experience cdled desath.

But we know thisfact from daily observation. Every day we hear of the inroads death makes. Every newspa:
per carries an obituary column. Every funerd director is kept busy. Graves are congtantly being opened in dl

of our cemeteries.

Desth sakstheland. Diseasekillsin spite of the advance of modern medicine. Accidentsof al kindsrob us of
our friends and loved ones. Degth isdl around us.

Death comes to the palace and to the hovel. To the good and to the bad, the young and the old. Roya doors
cannot block his entrance and wealth cannot hold him back.

On every sde we see Sgns of approaching death. The leaves fade away and die and fal from the trees. And
day by day we are fading away. As the years go by our eyes grow dim and out steps grow feebler and we
know we are on the way to degth.

Now, knowing degth is certain, the most important thing in lifeisto get ready for it by putting al our faith and
trust in Jesus Christ.

2. Death is sometimes sudden

Degth could come to some of us before the day ends, athough we enjoy good hedlth at this moment. So you
see how important it isto prepare for the coming of degth.

3. Death is never welcome

When Sidney Lanier, the great Southern poet, lay dying, he said that he had a thousand unwritten songsin
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his heart And when you and | come to the end of the way there will be many things unfinished, things that
must forever go undone.

There are afew people who have been sick so long and who have suffered so much that desth comes as a
welcomerelease. But to most of usdegth isnever welcome. But, eventhoughit surprisesusinthemidst of life's
activities, we must remember thet it is coming and be reedy for it. We must live for God each day just asif we
knew that would be our last day.

II.LET USTHINK OF LIFE ASA PREPARATION PERIOD

Life is short compared to eternity. But we have plenty of time in life to prepare for desth As the American
astronauts prepared three years for aflight that blasted only a few hours, so must we prepare for the great
Adventure into the Beyond.

And God has been s0 good to usin this respect. He surrounds us with every influence to direct usand lead us
to Himsdf.

1. He gives us an open Bible, in which we learn the way of life everlagting.
2. He gives usthe church, where we hear of ahope in Christ, and whaose spires point to heaven.
3. He gives us a conscience, which points out our Sns and nudges us to a better life.

4, He gives usthe prayers of friends and loved ones. Surely every man who goesto heaven or hell has
a some time had someone praying for him.

5. Hegivesussorrowto bring usto Himself. Oftenit takesasorrow to make usredize our desperate
need of God.

6. He givesusthe Holy Spirit Before Jesuswent away he said that He would send the Holy Spirit to
convict us of an, righteousness and judgment to come. And that blessed Spirit comesto point out our
sgn and point usto Chrigt.

7. He gives us a cross. The Man who died on that cross for you and invites you to Himsdlf, saying,
“Him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out.”

Y es, God isgood to usto give usdl thesethingsto lead usto salvation. Y ou must dimb over them dl to belogt.
The hour iscoming for you and me. It can’'t belong, it may be soon. So let usremember thisfact and gpply our
hearts unto wisdom. Let us remember that “it is appointed unto man once to die and after that the

judgment.”

And knowing these things, let us put our faith in Him whom we know is eternd life, giving unto his kesping our
lives and souls for time and eternity.

Now may God bless and comfort the family and al those who are gathered here today. May you fed
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the loving arms of Jesus around you and may his peace fill your heart today and in dl the tomorrows
which are to come.
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11. FOR ONE WHO MET A TRAGIC DEATH

Thislifeisfilled with many mygeries. It is not meant for us to understand everything. We would be aswise
as God if we did. The tragic connected with this funerd isfresh in our minds.

We have been saying, “ Why did this happen?” | cannot give you the answer. We Il never understand it in
thisworld. Maybe God is saying to us, “ Not now, but later. Someday you’ll understand that even this
was a blessing in disguise.”

David' s baby lay desperatdy ill. So David fell before the Lord and pled with God to spare the child. But
God saw fit to take the baby away. Then David cleansed himself, put on his best clothes and went to church
and worshiped God. He then returned home and sat down to edt.

His servants wondered why he could so soon return to the normd routine of life and he said, “ | prayed for
the baby, but for some reason God permitted him to die. Now | don’t understand it all, but I must
accept God'swill. | can’t bring the baby back, but I can go to him.”

Y ou need to do what David did. He went to church and worshiped God. Some people quit church dto-
gether when sorrow comes. But in doing so they rob themsalves of their siweetest source of strength and
comfort.

David dso prayed. Sorrow ought to bring usto our knees. If there is any time when we need to pray and
seek God'sface, it isin the hour of sorrow.

Then David submitted to God' swill. He sad in effect, “ | don’t understand it, but I humbly bow to the
will of God. Though He slay me, yet will | trust Him.” And David returned to his activities knowing
the comfort that comes to one who is busy for the Lord.

1. THE ACCEPTANCE OF MYSTERIES

We accept many of the material mysteries of life without question. We don't understand how a picture and a
sound can travel through asmdl wire into our living rooms, but we don’t throw out our televisions, dthough
we can't understand them.

We don’t understand how aman can travel in orbit around the earth at a speed of more tan 300 miles per
minute, but we know it has happened and we accept it.

Now why can't we accept the spiritud mysteries of life? Why can't we trust God when we don’t under-
gand? After dl, that iswhat we need to do most of dl today.

11. ALL THINGSWORKING TOGETHER

Paul saysthat “ we know all things work together for good to them that love God.” This doesn't
mean that dl things are good. Some things are tragicaly bad and heartbresking. But God knows how to mix
dl theingredients of life. He puts them al together, the good and the bad, and he causesiit al to work out
for our benefit and blessng.
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| know it's hard to see this today, but in God's own good time He [l make it clear and we |l understand.
1. CHRIST'SGRACIOUSINVITATION TO ALL

Heinvites us dl to come unto Him. The word “come’ seemsto be God' s favorite word.

1 Cometo Him for salvation

We can find sdlvation nowhere dse except in Chrigt. “ There is none other name given under heaven
among men whereby we must be saved .” He promisesthat He will cleanse and forgive and save usif
we cometo Him. Thisisthe firs and most important duty of life. This matter is the first and most important
duty of life. This matter must be settled before any other métter inlife.

2. Cometo Him for comfort

Hesad, “ Come unto Me all ye that labor and are heavy laden and | will giveyou rest.” Surdy He
is gpesking here especidly to those who are in sorrow.

This meanstha He is talking directly to you. The tender Shepherd, the God of dl grace, opens His loving
ams and invites you to come and find comfort in Him.

3. Cometo Him at the end of the way
If Chrigt isyours, you need not fear death. He Il be there waiting to carry you home. Y ou will hear Him say:
“Come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the

world.”

Jesus invites al who mourn today to come to Him for comfort. We Il do al we can to hep you. But we are
only human. Only Chrigt can hep in this hour. Let me urge you to turn the whole things over to Him.

May God bless you in this hour and lead you into the peace which passeth al understanding.
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